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I.  WITNESS IN JERUSALEM - 1:1-7:60  
A.  Preparation for the Witness - 1:4 - 2:4

1. The Witness Commissioned - 1:4-8

(Review)

1.  The former account – Luke’s Gospel-There, Luke said that he had “investigated everything carefully from the first” Historian.

2.  A kind of defense of Christianity.

3.  Theophilus – lover of God.

4.  Jesus began to do and teach - Indicates that He is still doing them. 

Now, through the apostles by the empowering of the Holy Spirit.

“to whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many ﻿﻿infallible proofs, being seen by them during forty days and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.” (1:3)﻿
a. The Proofs – 1:3
They saw Him (over 500 people, I Corinthians 15) and they touched Him,

Thomas John 20:19 w/out Thomas., v.26 with Thomas. “My  Lord and my God”; 

1  John 1:1
“that which we have heard, seen, looked upon, hands have handled, 
Forty days – from Passover to the ascension.
“Kingdom of God” - not the church (See 1:6)
b. The Promise – 1:4-5 ﻿ ﻿﻿
“And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, “which,” He said, “you have ﻿﻿heard from Me.” (see Luke 24:49)
They were to wait. There are times to go and times to wait. A call to preach is a call to prepare.

Why wait? - They need the power to witness beginning at Jerusalem.
John the Baptist baptized (identified people with himself) with water. (1:5)
Jesus identified people with Himself with the Holy Spirit.

John said, there comes One after me. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit. Matthew.3:11.

c. The Priorities – 1:6-7

 “will You at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

This is a good time for Jesus to say, “the kingdom is already here.” (As some people wrongly assume).
Instead He says﻿: “It is not for you to ﻿﻿know times or seasons which the Father has put in His own authority.” 

(Note: Mark 13:32) ﻿﻿ “But of that day and hour ﻿﻿no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the ﻿﻿Father. 

d. The Program – 1:8

﻿﻿
“But you shall receive power  (δύναμιν)  ﻿﻿when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and ﻿﻿you shall be ﻿﻿witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and ﻿﻿Samaria, and to the ﻿﻿last place of the earth.” 
Δύναμιs – it is the word from which we get dynamite. 

But that does not mean that δύναμιs means explosive power. Romans 1:16 says that the gospel is the power (Δύναμιs) of God. [To save your soul, not blow your head off].
2.  The Disciples Commanded – 1:9-14
a. The Parting – 1:9

 (1) The separation (the Ascension)
While they watched 

He was taken up

A cloud received Him

 (2) The significance of the Ascension

We have:
(a) An advocate with the Father

(b) A mediator

(c)  High Priest

(d)  A man – lifted up …
b. The Prospect – 1:10-11
While they were gazing up into heaven angels appeared.
Angels: 



Announced his birth

Watched the temptation

Strengthened Him in Gethsemane

Heralded His resurrection

Now, escort Him back home.

Why do you stand gazing into heaven?

The first coming is over – mission accomplished.
There is another coming. Fix your mind on it.

This same Jesus whom you saw go into heaven is coming back in the same way
c. The Prayer 1:12-14

· They obeyed the Lord
· They went to Jerusalem
· They waited in the upper room
· They prayed for directions.

3. The Disciples Completed - 1:15-26

a. The Need -1:15-19

· Judas was one of the 12.

· He fell from his office.

· Hanged himself

· Bought a field – priests bought it in his name – Matthew 27:5

Jesus said that the 12 Apostles would sit on thrones, in the kingdom. (Matthew 19:28)
Parenthesis – 1:18-19 
It is not what Peter said, but added by Luke. Peter did not need to tell them what had happened.

b. The Scripture - 1:20

“let another take his office” -  ἐπισκοπὴν – overseer, bishop
c. The Requirements 1:21-22

 (1) With them from the baptism to the Ascension.

(2) A witness of the resurrection.

d. The Method – 1:23-25
· Not a haphazard thing.
· They prayed.
· They had already chosen two by the above qualifications.
· They were Joseph called Justus and Matthias. 

Not unscriptural

Proverbs 16:33
“The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the Lord.”

Not necessary today –We have Holy Spirit.
e. The Result – 1:26
Matthias was taken.
Note: It was not Judas death the replacement necessary, it was his defection. When other apostles died they did not fill those vacancies. No there are no apostles today by this on any other name.

